5. Japanese Patent Application No. Hei 3-256314 

In order to maintain a readable code which has been written by means 
of overlapping patterns in association with progress of manufacturing 
operation, without exerting influence on the surface of a semiconductor 
wafer, recesses are formed in positions corresponding to binary codes "0" 
and "1" assigned to the semiconductor wafer, from among a plurality of 
positions provided at uniform intervals on the side wall of the semiconductor 
wafer in a circumferential direction. 
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